Peter Benjamin Meyer
Research Economist, Office of Productivity and Technology,
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Room 2180
2 Massachusetts Ave. NE, Washington, DC 20212
Email: meyer.peter @ bls.gov

Fields of specialization: Technological change; economic history; labor economics
Education
Ph.D., Economics, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, 2001.
Dissertation title: “Technological uncertainty and earnings inequality”
Faculty committee: Joel Mokyr, Joseph Ferrie, Christopher Taber
A.B., Applied Mathematics with Computer Science, Harvard College, Cambridge, MA, 1988.

Working papers and publications

“Proposed category system for 1960-2000 Census occupations.” (with Anastasiya M. Osborne).
Sept 2005. BLS working paper 383. http://www.bls.gov/ore/abstract/ec/ec050090.htm

“Turnbulence, inequality, and cheap steel.” Feb 2005. BLS working paper 375.
http://www.bls.gov/ore/abstract/ec/ec050010.htm

“Preliminary estimates of multifactor productivity growth” (with Michael J. Harper) Monthly
Labor Review 128:6 (June 205), 32-43. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mir/2005/06/contents.htm

Book review of Productivity, Inequality, and the Digital Economy: A Transatlantic Perspective
by Greenan, LHorty, and Mairesse for Journal of Economics/Zeitschrift fiir
Nationalékonomie. Vol 81, No. 3, 2004.

“Episodes of collective invention.” US Bureau of Labor Statistics Working Paper 368. August,
2003. Available at http://www.bls.gov/ore/pdf/ec030050.pdf

Entries for "Henry Cort”, “Siemens-Martin process”, and “Machine tools industry” in The
Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History (2003);

The Weeks Report from the 1880 Census, online. Edited. 2001-3.
http://econterms.net/weeksreport/weeksdoc.htm

Online Glossary of Research Economics. 1997-2004. At http://econterms.com.

"Integrating an Economics Glossary into any Web Site," with Martin Poulter. Computers in
Higher Education Economics Review. Vol 13, No. 2. 1999.
http://econltsn.ilrt.bris.ac.uk/cheer

Presentations

“Episodes of collective invention” at Social Science History Association, Oct. 2002; European
Social Science History Conference, March 2004.

“Technological uncertainty and earnings dispersion in U.S. iron work 1866-1881" At American
University, Oct 2003; Economic History Association, Sept 2003; Social Science History
Association, Oct. 2002; University of North Carolina, spring 2002. Society of Labor
Economists conference, April-May 2004

Other work experience
Senior Software Engineer and other software-related positions. Symantec Corp., Cupertino, CA.
1988-1994.



